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evading the spirit whilst perhaps keeping within the letter
of this Declaration, or of setting up a form of Government
which will be the negation of orderly progress and will
gravely embarrass the efforts of the European Powers to
introduce stable institutions into the Middle East.
The Declaration involves us here on the spot in diplomatic
insincerities which we have hitherto successfully avoided and
places a potent weapon in the hands of those least fitted to
control a nation's destinies.
I would emphasize the almost entire absence of political,
racial or other connexion between Mesopotamia and the rest
of Arabia.
If the future of this country is to be dealt with successfully
it must, I am convinced, be treated independently of Arab
problems elsewhere.
The Arabs of Mesopotamia will not tolerate that foreign
Arabs should have any say in their affairs, whether those
Arabs come from Syria or from the Hijaz. In practice they
dislike and distrust both. National unity means for them
unity of Mesopotamia, and not unity with either Syria or
Hijaz So, too, they resent the importation of social or
administrative institutions or methods that savour of India.
The average Arab, as opposed to the handful of amateur
politicians of Baghdad, sees the future as one of fair dealing
and material and moral progress under the aegis of Great
Britain, and is clear-sighted enough to realize that he would
lose rather than gain in national unity if we were to relin-
quish effective control. He will learn more quickly than the
Indian. But he is still behind him in education and experience.
Irrespective of this, the tribal element is a constant poten-
tial source of dissension and grave public insecurity. Nor can
we afford to ignore the mutual contempt and jealousy that
exist between townsmen and tribesmen.
With the experience of my Political Officers behind me,
I can confidently declare that the country as a whole neither
expects nor desires any such sweeping schemes of independ-
ence as is adumbrated, if not clearly denoted, in the Anglo-
French Declaration.
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